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News 


Chancellor’s dogs 
locked up to save 
them from Larry 
the vicious cat 


Philip Hammond’s two 
pets are not allowed near 
No 10 offices for fear of 
attack from chief mouser 

By Christopher Hope 
and Helena Horton 

AS CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer he 
may be the holder of one of the oldest 
and highest offices of state, but that has 
not saved Philip Hammond from being 
humiliated by his neighbour. 

Or to be more precise, his neigh- 
bour’s cat. 

Mr Hammond has had to endure the 
indignity of being forced to keep his 
dogs locked away in his No 10 Downing 
Street flat to protect them from the vi- 
cious cat in the offices below. 

While relations between Mr 
Hammond and his Prime Minister ap- 
pear at the moment to be good, the 
same cannot be said for Rex, the Chan- 
cellor’s welsh terrier, Oscar, his wire 
haired dachshund, and Larry, the resi- 
dent cat downstairs at No 10. 

It seems that Larry has taken a dis- 
like to the two dogs, so much so that Mr 
Hammond confessed to friends that he 
has been forced to keep them inside 
the flat for their own safety since he 
moved in with his wife Susan a fort- 
night ago. 

To ensure peace is maintained at the 
heart of government, Rex and Oscar 
are no longer able to wander around 
the No 10 offices below. “The dogs are 
not free to roam around the house. The 
cat is all over the place,” said one friend. 
“Larry fights, he is pretty feisty. The 
dachshund is pretty small and I 


to a punch up who would come 
off best.” 

Larry has been better known 
for his violent spats with Palm- 
erston, the Foreign Office cat - 
often caught on camera by the 
press photographers on duty 



Larry has been 
terrorising other 
Downing Street 
pets including Rex 
the welsh terrier, 
pictured on the left 
of the main picture, 
being walked by the 
Chancellor's wife, 
Susan Williams- 
Walker with their 
daughter 
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outside No 10 - than for his success in 
catching mice. 

The dogs belonging to the Ham- 
monds, who moved in to No 10 while 
the Prime Minister lives in No 11, are 
not the first to live in Downing Street. 
In 2013 George Osborne announced he 
had purchased a bichon frise puppy, 
Lola. Friends of Mr Osborne confirmed 
that he had also had to keep control of 
Lola to avoid fights with Larry. 

One said: “Lola lived upstairs in the 
kitchen of the flat and was taken down 
to the garden and park on a lead for 
walks. Larry ruled the roost down- 
stairs, mainly asleep on the radiators in 
the No 10 and No 11 hallways.” 

In contrast to the number of pets in 
Downing St, the Parliamentary author- 
ities at the House of Commons have 
warned staff that pets are not allowed 
on the premises. As a result there is 
now an attempt to persuade Gavin 
Williamson, the Government Chief 
Whip, to remove his pet spider Cro- 
nus, which he keeps on his desk in 
the House of Commons. 

Mr Williamson has refused to 
budge, saying when the mouse 
problem has been sorted out, then 
he will consider removing his 
eight-legged friend. 

Sir Alan Duncan, a foreign 



office minister, agrees with Mr 
Williamson, saying his dog Noodle was 
“indignant” about the ban and said he 
might bring his pet into the Foreign Of- 
fice as an act of defiance. 

MPs and staff have complained that 
the pet ban is unfair and counterpro- 
ductive, given the number of mice 
stalking the corridors of power. 

Stella Creasy, the Labour MP for 
Walthamstow, tweeted: “This is so UN- 
FAIR. When does Parliament get its 
own cats? We’ve got loads of mice (and 
some rats!) after all!” 

Penny Mordaunt MP, a former Tory 
defence minister, was so aggrieved by 
the situation that she brought in her 
pedigree cat, Titania, in the hope she 
would kill some mice. 
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John Lewis 
‘Busters’ will 
be dumped, 
charity warns 


By Patrick Sawer 

WITH its star turn by Buster the bounc- 
ing boxer dog, this year’s John Lewis 
Christmas advert has left more than 
one viewer moist around the eyes. 

But the Kennel Club is warning that 
the emotional advert - in which Buster 
bounds on to a trampoline on Christ- 
mas morning in front of the little girl 
for whom it is intended - could lead to 
a spike in numbers of abandoned dogs. 

The charity fears an increase in the 
number of puppies and dogs dumped 
after Christmas by people who cannot 
cope or grow fed up with them. 

There has already been a sharp in- 
crease in the number of people inquir- 
ing about buying the breed. 

The day after the advert was first 
broadcast, searches for boxer puppies 
on the Kennel Club’s Find A Puppy 
website rose by 160 per cent. 

The interest continued in the follow- 
ing days, with searches up a total of 169 
per cent in the five days after the ad- 
vert’s release and by 151 per cent on the 
same period last year. 

The Kennel Club, Britain’s largest 
dog welfare organisation, fears a disas- 
trous fallout once Christmas is over. 

Caroline Kisko, Kennel Club Secre- 
tary, said: “When there is a sudden and 
enormous spike in people searching 
for puppies within a breed that is in the 
media spotlight, we all too often see the 
same breed overflowing from rescue 
centres a few months later. 

“The boxer breed could be in real 
trouble if people let impulsivity take 
over and rush out to buy one without 
knowing much about the breed.” 

Betty Hoad, of the Southern Boxer 
Rescue Service, is bracing herself for 
an influx in the new year. 

She said: “We fear being inundated 
next year. Boxers drool, they are messy 
eaters, and while they are fun and play- 
ful, it means that they also need a lot of 
exercise and stimulation.” 

The Ken- 
nel Club has 
launched 
a website 
page show- 
ing the re- 
ality of liv- 
ing with the 
breed. 

Buster, the star 
of the John 
Lewis advert 
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